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  KEY DATES 

 

Christmas Break  

The academy will close for the 
Christmas Period for Y7’s on Friday 
21st December at 2.00pm.  

There will be no after academy 
clubs on this day.  

Pre-Prep will close at 3.15pm.  

The academy will re-open for 
pupils on Monday 7th January at 
8.30am.  
 
 

 
 

 
Term Dates   

Spring 1  

Monday 7th January – Friday 15th February  

Spring 2 

Monday 25th February – Friday 29th March  

Summer 1 

Tuesday 23rd April – Friday 24th May  

Summer 2 

Monday 3rd June – Friday 19th July  

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL    

   Dear Astrea families,  

It is a pleasure to write to you at the 
end of our first official term here at 
Astrea Academy Sheffield. I would 
like to thank you for the support you 
have given both to your child and to 
the academy. I am sure staff will join 
me in saying that we have 
appreciated your patience and 
encouragement in opening a brand 
new school. 
 
The remarkable pace in which we 
have established Astrea Sheffield’s 
curriculum, high quality teaching and learning and astounding 
positive attitudes from our pupils shows the dedication from staff 
and pupils in ensuring that our first few weeks have been truly awe-
inspiring.  
 
The academy is characterised by the highest expectations of staff 
and pupils alike. As a result, we are quickly realising our motto, ‘A 
relentless commitment to excellence – everyday’.   
 
I would like to share with you some of the many highlights and 
achievements from this term: 
 

 We have celebrated European Day of Languages, World 
teacher day and we have children interested in our up and 
coming pupil leadership roles. 

 Many, many visitors have been impressed with the behaviour, 
wellbeing and attitudes to learning our young people have 
displayed, every single day – you may have heard Miss Walton 
on BBC Radio Sheffield and seen our news articles in the 
Sheffield Star.  

 All stakeholders to the academy learn our affirmation - We 
are strong, we are successful, we are Astrea and this is an 
integral part of our academy day.  
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 We held our first ever Open Evening which was a huge 
success with over 100 families attending the evening and we 
are hopeful with this response , we will be the school of 
choice for the area.  

 We had a visit from Mark Lehain, Interim Director of the New 
Schools Network - we were the first school new to opening 
he has visited this year! 

 Councillor Drayton visited us on the 9th November 2018 and 
met with our pupils and was delighted to see the progress 
pupils are already making in lessons.  

 Pupils and staff took part in a 
crazy but fun Halloween 
dress up – everyone looked 
great!  

 We have a successful cross-
country team who is led by 
our Head of Languages, Miss 
Muscroft and they compete 
against other schools from 
Sheffield.  

Our 3 Early Years Teacher 
Status staff were honoured to 
have been chosen to meet 
Amanda Spielman, the Head 
of Ofsted in October at 
Sheffield Hallam University.  
 

 
 

 We have a visit planned for the Lord Lieutenant of Sheffield in 
January 2019. 

 A week of fundraising 
activities led by Sarah 
Naylor, Head of PE, has 
raised over £500 for 
Children in Need and 
Astrea Academy Sheffield 
have sponsored a 
snowflake display on the 
side of Sheffield’s 
Children’s hospital – you may have spotted Mrs Glover, Miss 
Brennan and Miss Naylor on Look North! 

 
We wish for all pupils, families and staff to have a joyful and restful 
Christmas break and we look forwarded to kicking the Spring Term 
off with an equally impressive start on the 7Th January 2019.  
 
A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
 

Kim Walton | Executive Principal  
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kayronna & Ameera 7SNA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ke’Yeir 7GLA & Kurtise 7WRA  
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ALL ABOUT ENGLISH    English  

 
Charlie Brennan  
Head of English  

 

 
ENGLISH IN SHEFFIELD 

If you want to help your child 
experience more English, we 
recommend:  
 

 Going to see a show at the 
theatre (‘The Worst Witch’ is 
on at The Lyceum in 
January!). 

 
 Going to see a film based on 

a book (Like ‘The Mortal 
Engines’ which comes out in 
December).  

 
 Visiting your local library to 

take out some books 
(Burngreave Library, 179 
Spital Hill, Sheffield, S4 7LF) 

 
HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD 

 Make sure that they read for 
20 minutes every day.  

 
 Quiz them on the 

information on their 
knowledge organiser.  

 
 Ask them about ‘The 

Odyssey’. You can learn 
about it here: 
https://www.sparknotes.co
m/lit/odyssey/summary/  

 

 
 

 
 

  WHAT HAS BEEN GOING ON THIS TERM IN THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT? 

 

This Term  

• This term in English all classes are studying ‘The Odyssey’ by 
Homer.  

• We have chosen to read ‘The Odyssey’ because it is one of the 
first stories ever written and is an important part of our history.  

• All classes also have 1 reading skills lesson and 1 writing skills 
lesson a week.  

Home Learning  

• For home learning, all pupils will be asked to revise the facts 
from their knowledge organisers. The facts are the essential 
knowledge about ‘The Odyssey’.  Pupils should spend 30 
minutes a week revising from their knowledge organisers.  

• All pupils should also be reading at home for at least 20 
minutes a day.  

In the Library  

• The school library will be open for pupils to read and exchange 
books every day throughout lunch time and after school on 
Tuesday and Thursday.  

Assessments  

• Our main assessment was in the week beginning the 10th 
December. It is a piece of writing based on ‘The Odyssey’. 

• Pupils have also undertaken a series of small tests based on their 
knowledge organisers throughout the term.  
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ALL ABOUT MATHEMATICS    Mathematics  

 
Wasiq Razaq  
Teacher of Mathematics & IT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emma Glover 
Vice Principal & Teacher of 
Mathematics   

 
HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD 

 Ensure they work through 
the revision guide for each 
chapter.  

 
 Practice their times tables 

daily using Times Table Rock 
Stars (www.ttrockstars.com)  

 
 Encourage your child to 

attend revision sessions and 
clubs at school. 

 
 Log onto Kerboodle.com and 

work through the resources, 
(www.kerboodle.com)  

 
 Make a note of topics/areas 

in they struggle with and 
need extra support with – 
there are lots of resources 
online to help pupils. You 
tube is full of ‘how to’ videos.  

 
 Keep an eye out for the 

Launch of Hegarty Maths, 
and attend the open event.  

  WHAT HAS BEEN GOING ON THIS TERM IN THE MATHS DEPARTMENT? 

 

This Term  

In mathematics this term, we studied the following topics: 
• Positive Numbers 

• Negative Numbers 

• Introduction to Algebra 
We hope that these topics will give the pupils a solid introduction 
into secondary mathematics. 

Home Learning  

• Pupils are asked to practice their times tables using the website 
Times Table Rock Stars.  

• A revision guide is given out at the end of each chapter, pupils 
are asked to revise the topic and complete the questions. 

• Pupils have access to Kerboodle.com, this is the curriculum we 
follow and pupils can log onto this and work through the 
resources. 

A new online learning portal called Hegarty Maths will be 
launched after Christmas – this will be the basis of all home 
learning exercises going forward.  

Extra Support in School  

• Maths Essentials, runs every break time except Tuesdays 
(10:45am – 11am). This is a class for students who need extra 
support with Addition/Subtraction/Multiplication and Division. 

• Maths Home Learning Club, every Thursdays after school. 
(3:40pm – 4:40pm in L3.) 

Assessments  

• Pupils will all sit and end of chapter assessment, usually every 3-4 
weeks. This includes an online assessment which is 
automatically marked, and also an in class written assessment.  
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ALL ABOUT SCIENCE    Science  

 
Adam Nicholson 
Head of Science  

 

 
SCIENCE  IN SHEFFIELD 

If you want to help your child 
experience more Science, we 
recommend:  

 Going to Magna Science 
Adventure Centre 
 

 Watching YouTube videos 
from channels such as 
“Veritasium” 

 
 Check out any events that are 

being run by the local 
University STEM outreach 
programs. 

 
HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD 

 Make sure that they complete 
30 minutes of revision using the 
knowledge organisers they’re 
given every week. 

 
 Ensure they complete the 

online quiz for every topic after 
it is set. 

 
 Check what homework your 

child has been set using 
https://www.classcharts.com 
and the parent code you’ve 
been given. 

 

 
 

 
 

  WHAT HAS BEEN GOING ON THIS TERM IN THE SCIENCE DEPARTMENT? 

 

This Term  

• This term in Science pupils have already studied how particles 
are arranged in the three states of matter, the nine types of 
energy and how it can be stored and transferred, and cells. 

• Pupils will cover separation techniques and non-renewable and 
renewable methods of generating electricity before Christmas.  

Home Learning  

• For home learning, all pupils will be asked to revise the facts 
from their knowledge organisers. The facts are the essential 
knowledge about the topics we’re covering.  Pupils should spend 
30 minutes a week revising from their knowledge organisers.  

• All pupils will receive an online quiz roughly every two weeks 
that covers the topic we’re currently studying.  

Assessments  

• Pupils will do an online quiz as homework for every topic that we 
cover in Science. There are two more quizzes before Christmas. 
The next quiz will be on separation techniques and the following 
one will be on non-renewable and renewable energy. 

• After every second topic pupils carry out an in-class test. Pupils 
have already completed two tests and there is a third before 
Christmas. Pupils will receive a mark and a grade for each exam. 
The grade will be on the 9 to 1 scale that is currently used for 
GCSE exams. 
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ALL ABOUT SPANISH    Spanish  

 
Leanne Muscroft  
Head of Spanish   

 

 

 
HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD 

 Make sure that they spend 30 
minutes a week learning their 
vocabulary.  
 

 You could quiz them on their 
words/phrases and help them 
with their pronunciation. 

 
 There are useful apps that you 

can download to learn the 
language together. We 
recommend Memrise or 
Duolingo.  

 
 If you don’t have access to a 

Spanish dictionary, you can use 
the website, 
www.spanishdict.com. 

 
If you want to help your child 
experience more Spanish, we 
recommend:  
 
 Reading simple Spanish stories 

and poems.  You can find many 
good translations of well-
known stories on the internet 
(e.g. Harry Potter, Roald Dahl) 

 
 Watch Spanish films or TV 

shows. Many are available to 
purchase online.  

 
 Listen to Spanish songs and 

podcasts which are available on 
the internet.  

 

 

 

  WHAT HAS BEEN GOING ON THIS TERM IN THE SPANISH DEPARTMENT? 

 

This Term  

• This term in Spanish all classes have been learning useful 
phrases for the classroom and we are aiming to speak lots of 
target language in lessons. 

• We are currently learning how to introduce ourselves and 
describe our families as well as studying some essential aspects 
of grammar.   

Home Learning  

• For home learning, all pupils have a vocabulary booklet 
containing the main words and phrases for this academic year. 
Pupils should spend 30 minutes a week revising from their 
vocabulary booklets.  

Phrase of the Week  

• Every week we have a Spanish phrase that all pupils and staff are 
encouraged to use to greet each other in lessons and around 
school.  

• Pupils who regularly use the phrase of the week are entered in to 
a weekly raffle to win a prize.  

Assessments  

• Our main assessment too place in the week beginning the 10th 
December. It was a piece of descriptive writing about self and 
family.  

• Pupils also have a weekly vocabulary test to ensure that pupils 
are learning the language effectively.  
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ALL ABOUT HUMANTIES    Humanities  

 
George Lane  
Head of Humanities   

 

 
HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD 

 Make sure that they read for 20 
minutes every day – reading will 
help pupils get better in History 
and Geography as both are 
reading based subjects. 
 

 Quiz them on the information 
in their knowledge organizer. 
Each week, pupils will be given 
a set section to ‘self-quiz’ from – 
You could encourage them to 
create a set of Question and 
Answers that you test them on 
before they complete their 
online home learning quiz. 

 
 Take them out and about to 

explore beyond their local 
community – take a trip down 
the road to Kelham Island to 
the museum. Or you could visit 
the peace gardens in Sheffield 
City Centre – explore and 
discuss your local area. 

 

 
 

 
 

  WHAT HAS BEEN GOING ON THIS TERM IN THE HUMANTIES DEPARTMENT? 

 

This Term in Geography  

 Geography maps and skills introduction. 

 Natural resources: Renewable vs Non-renewable 

 The Earth’s spheres and how they connect together 

 How well do we use our natural resources? 

 How will we preserve the Earth’s natural resources? 

This Term in History  

 Life in Anglo Saxon England and the problems caused when 
King Edward died without an heir. 

 Claimants to the throne and the battle for England. 

 The Norman Conquest and changes to England under King 
William 

 Life in Medieval England 

Home Learning  

• Each week and in each subject, pupils will need to spend up to 
30 minutes in short intervals revising and quizzing a set section 
of their knowledge organiser. After self-quizzing the pupil will 
then complete the online quiz for BOTH History and 
Geography.  

Assessments  

• Our main assessment will be on explanations. In History, it will 
be explaining why William won the Battle of Hastings. In 
Geography, it will be explaining how the government are 
improving sustainability. 

• Pupils will also undertake a series of Big Knowledge Quizzes, 
which will be assessed through a percentage correct score. 
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ALL ABOUT PE    Physical Education  

 
Sarah Naylor   
Head of PE & DT Teacher  

 

 
PE IN SHEFFIELD 

If you want to help your child 
experience more PE, we 
recommend:  

 They join a sports club or 
team outside of school. 

 
 They participate in regular 

exercise such as walking or 
cycling to school. 

 
 They attend an extra-

curricular club each week. 

 
HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD 

 Make sure that they 
participate in some form of 
physical activity every day. 

 
 Quiz them on the 

skills/sports that they are 
learning in PE.  

 
 Ask them about their 

favourite sport and find them 
a team/club out of school in 
your local community. 

 

 
 

 
 

  WHAT HAS BEEN GOING ON THIS TERM IN THE PE DEPARTMENT? 

 

This Term  

• This term in PE all classes are studying Netball and Rugby.  

• We have chosen to participate in Netball and Rugby as we have 
entered our first ever Netball team into the Sheffield Schools 
League.  

• All classes have 2 PE lessons per week which will be a mixture of 
skills and application to games. 

Extra-Curricular  

• Tuesday-Netball Club (The netball team will also have fixtures 
against other schools.) 

• Friday- Circuit Training 

• Saturday morning- X-country events (Please see the letter/poster 
in PE for dates)   

PE Notices  

• Please ensure that your child has the full Astrea Sheffield PE kit 
(Please see the website for details). 

• Reminder: all pupils should be taking part in Physical Activity 
for at least 30 minutes a day.  

Assessments  

• Our main assessments will be at the end of each unit of work via 
application of skills in a competitive environment. 

• Pupils will also undertake a series of small drills to demonstrate 
their ability. Verbal questioning will take place in every lesson. 
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ALL ABOUT DT   Design & Technology  

 
Kim Walton 
Executive Principal & DT Teacher  

 

 
DT IN SHEFFIELD 

If you want to help your child 
experience more DT, we 
recommend:  

 Demonstrating recycling at 
home. 

 
 Encouraging them to practice 

their shading, blending and 
drawing skills at home. 

 
 Helping them and giving 

them feedback on their 
homework tasks. 

 
HOW TO HELP YOUR CHILD 

 Make sure that they 
understand recycling and 
allow them to recycle items 
at home. 

 
 Quiz them on the skills that 

they are learning in DT, eg 
shading.  

 
 Ask them about their designs 

and what products they are 
using for their projects.  

 

 
 

 
 

  WHAT HAS BEEN GOING ON THIS TERM IN THE DT DEPARTMENT? 

 

This Term  

• This term in DT all classes are studying about recycling and are 
taking part in a pencil case project using recycled products.  

• We have chosen to focus on recycling to improve pupil’s 
knowledge and understanding of how they can help the 
environment by recycling 

• All classes have 1 DT lesson per week. 

Home Learning 

• Pupils will be given homework within DT every 2 weeks. 

• This homework will either be;  
• Designing their project and what it will look like,  

• planning their project and what they will use, 

• research based focusing on recycling.   

DT Notices  

• Please ensure that your child has all of their equipment every 
day to allow them to produce outstanding detailed designs 
(Please see the website for details). 

• Reminder: Pupils can also purchase a large A3 folder to keep 
their work organised and neat.  

Assessments  

• Our main assessments will be at the end of each unit of work 
which will focus on the skills and application of skills within the 
pupils planning and designing of their project.  

• A final assessment of their produced project will take place at 
the end of each term. 
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