
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28th January 2020 
Behaviour at the Academy 

Dear parents,  
 
Today, I delivered an important assembly to the children in year 7 and year 8 about making good choices. We 
talked about the devastating accident this week where Kobe Bryant lost his life and reflected on some of the 
key messages that he shared throughout his life.  
 
"When we are saying this cannot be accomplished, this cannot be done, then we are short-changing ourselves” 
Kobe Bryant  
 
"I have nothing in common with lazy people who blame others for their lack of success. Great things come from 
hard work and perseverance. No excuses." Kobe Bryant 
 
The setting of high standards and the premise of no excuses, is something we truly believe at Astrea Academy 
Sheffield. This is built into our new behaviour policy, as shared with you by Mr Boyd recently.  
 
I talked to the children about good choices, such as:  

• Follow instructions, first time, every time.  

• Try your hardest in EVERY lesson.  

• Listen carefully – teachers are the expert in their subject areas and you need all the knowledge!  

• Do not argue or answer back.  

• Ensure you think before acting.   

• Do not blame the teacher for poor choices.  

• Do not distract others – nobody is entitled to distract another pupil from learning.  

• Focus on your learning.  

• Be calm around the academy - walk when inside the building, don’t run.   

• Do not ‘grab’ your friends (boys in particular can often be seen walking around holding each other).  

• No hand shaking on the corridor – it causes a blockage and is unsafe.   

• No ‘eh’ when you have not heard what someone is saying. ‘Pardon’ or ‘could you repeat that, please’ 

is expected.  

• When a teacher says 3….2….1 in the classroom this means (no exceptions) 

• Silence  

• Looking at the teacher  

• NOTHING in your hands. You cannot concentrate fully if distracted.   

• Home learning is completed fully and on time.  

• One voice within the classroom. No exceptions.  

• Be kind to others.  

  



• When exiting school, walk on the pavement. Keep safe. Be mindful of local residents.  

• Be on time for school and every lesson.  

• Go to the toilet at break and lunchtime, even if you do not feel you need it at that time. Leaving lessons 

for the toilet is not permitted (unless medical evidence is provided).  

• Eat your food in the dining hall without leaving any rubbish.  

• Work as a team – support pupils within your tutor group.  

• Do not give in to your first instinct – if your first instinct is to moan/argue back. Ignore this. Be better.  

• Do not tut or roll your eyes – this is incredibly rude.  

• Wear uniform correctly at all times. This includes shirts being tucked in.   

• Be proud of your school and make yourself and you families proud.  

 

With all the points above, I talked about ‘No Excuses’. We understand the reasons why the points listed above 

can be tricky for some children (and sometimes adults), but there are no excuses as to why we can’t achieve 

them. As Kobe Bryant said, we are short changing ourselves if we don’t believe that we can accomplish.  

 
Break Time Food  
I spoke clearly to the pupils about the litter and mess left in the dining room. Today at break time, the level of 
litter left behind was not acceptable. There were at least 15 napkins on the floor, the same amount on the 
tables, and around 5 drinks / food carton left on the tables.  
 
With this, I have taken the decision to cancel the food service at break time tomorrow (Wednesday). Pupils 
are permitted to bring in a healthy snack as a break time snack. Crisps / chocolate are not permitted and will 
be confiscated. Pupils who are eating will be required to be seated in the dining room.  
 
I will be monitoring the lunch time service and litter levels, to decide when break time service will return.  
 
Movement Around the Academy  
During the parental information evening on Thursday 6th Feb, we will be launching the new school rules with 
regards to movement around the academy and between lessons. There will be a presentation to parents at 
5.15pm and 6.00pm in the main hall.  
 
Persistently Disruptive Pupils  
A very small number of Astrea Academy Sheffield pupils receive a large amount of negative behaviour points 
and due to this are spending time in the Referral Space & in detentions.  
 
For any pupil who receives a 2-hour detention for the rest of this week, I will be requesting that parents and 
their child attend a behaviour focus meeting with myself and the Senior Leadership Team on Thursday evening 
at 6.00pm. This will focus around the support that school and home can put in place to improve behaviour.  
 
I thank you for your continued and valued support. I know all parents will be keen to support the academy in 
ensuring that all pupils are showing respect and valuing the facilities they are luck to have.  
 
With warmest wishes, 
 

 
 
Emma Glover | Vice Principal  


