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English

Department
Head of Department
Teachers
Information

Charlie Brennan
Francesca Sergeant, Ashleigh Howard
Twitter: @AstreaSheff_Eng
Curriculum

We believe your children have a right to experience the best that has been thought and said. We study high
quality literature and work across the school to instill a love of reading, writing and oracy for all of our pupils.
Pathway for Y7 (2019-2020)
Autumn Term
Oliver Twist
Charles Dickens

Spring Term
A Midsummer Night’s Dream
William Shakespreae

Summer Term
Poetry Anthology – Animals
William Blake et al

Spring Term
World War One poetry
Wilfred Owen et al

Summer Term
Lord of the Flies
William Golding

Pathway for Y8 (2019-2020)
Autumn Term
Oliver Twist
Charles Dickens

Home Learning
Pupils have 3 parts to their home learning every week.
1. Reading for at least 30 minutes a day.
2. Revising from their Knowledge Organiser.
3. Taking the online quiz about the information on their knowledge
organisers.

How parents can help
1. Make sure your child is reading every night. Reading for pleasure is fundamental to academic success.
2. Help your child with their home learning in English. You can quiz them on the facts that they need to
learn.
3. Encourage hand writing: diary writing, letters, sports reviews and stories.
4. Encourage your child to take part in the cocurricular clubs, trips and competitions which we run
throughout the year.
Useful Resources




https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z3kw2hv
https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/oliver/
https://www.youtube.com for audiobooks and revisions videos

Mathematics

Department
Head of Department
Teachers

Wasiq Razaq
Andrew Earl, Patrick O’Shea

Information

Twitter: @MathsAstreaAcad
Curriculum

We follow a very high quality curriculum designed by Oxford University. We believe your child has the right
to access the very best mathematics, giving them more in-depth knowledge and preparing them for the
future.
Year 7

Year 8

Positive/Negative Integers

Factors and Multiples

Algebra/Simple Equations

Approximations and Estimations

Fractions/Decimals

More Percentages

Percentages

Algebraic Expressions/Equations and Inequalities

Angles, Parallel Lines and Triangles

Coordinates and Linear Functions

Transformation, Symmetry and Congruence

Number Patterns

Perimeter and Area of Triangles and Circles

Angles/Perimeter and Area

Volume and Surface Area

Volume and Surface Area

Collecting, Organising and Displaying Date

Statistical Graphs
Home Learning

Pupils have 2 parts to their home learning.
1 – Hegarty Maths – Homework set every week
2 – Kerboodle – Access to the curriculum we follow, including the
assessments.
*Hegarty Maths is the main focus for the pupils and parents. *
3 – Knowledge Organisers – These are given out at the start of
each chapter and pupils can use this to revise.

How parents can help
1 – Each week ask about your child’s homework
2 – Provide your child a good place to work
3 – Get your child the correct equipment
4 – Encourage your child to work in the right way

5 – Sign-off their homework each week
6 – Encourage your child not to give up if they are
making mistakes
7 – Reassure your child if they are not understanding
8 – Help them do extra work or get ahead.

Useful Resources



https://www.hegatrtymaths.com
https://www.kerboodle.com




https://www. khanacademy.org
https://www.ttrockstars.com

Science

Department
Head of Department
Teachers

Adam Nicholson
Sophie Jarvis, Emma Glover, David Boyd
Twitter: @AstreaSheff_Sci

Information

Curriculum
We believe your children have a right to experience awe and wonder in the world around them. Through
learning scientific theory pupils will be able to carry out and explain practical activities using the school’s
extensive science equipment.
Pathway for Y7
Autumn Term
Particle model,
Energy transfer and heating,
Cells,
Mixtures and solutions.
Pathway for Y8
Autumn Term
Elements,
compounds
reactions,
Motion and pressure,
Health and lifestyle,
More bout reactions.

Spring Term
Generating electricity,
Reproduction,
Acids and Alkalis,
Forces.

Spring Term
and Waves,
Respirations and photosynthesis,
Materials and industry.

Summer Term
Earth chemistry,
The earth in space,
Variation,
classification
ecology.

and

Summer Term
Electricity and magnetism,
Inheritance and genetics,
End of year science project.

Home Learning
Pupils have 2 parts to their home learning every week.
1.
2.

Revising from their knowledge organiser.
Taking a quiz about the information on their knowledge organisers
in lessons.

How parents can help
1. Make sure your child is reading every night. Reading for pleasure is fundamental to academic success.
2. Help your child with their home learning in Science. You can quiz them on the facts that they need to
learn.
3. Encourage reading of scientific websites, books and magzines, thinking critically about what they have
read, linking it to the topics they are studying in school.
Useful Resources
Quizzes by topic, Science Education Quizzes: https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/science/
General revision, BBC Bitesize: https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zng4d2p
Science news and reading, The Guardian https://www.theguardian.com/science
& Wired.com https://www.wired.com/ & Space.com https://www.space.com/
& National Geographic https://www.nationalgeographic.com/ .

Modern Foreign Languages

Department
Head of Department
Teachers
Information

Leanne Muscroft
Luis Perez Burgueño
Twitter: @AstreaSheff_MFL
Curriculum

Our curriculum ensures that all pupils develop their language skills across all four areas of reading, writing,
speaking and listening. Teaching vocabulary and grammar are integral to the content of the lessons.
Pathway for Y7 and Y8 (2019-2020)
Year Group
Y7
Y8

Autumn Term
Describing Myself and My Family
Leisure and Culture: Technology,
Television and Music

Spring Term
School Life

Summer Term
Free Time

Food and Socialising

Holidays

Home Learning
Pupils are given a section of their Knowledge Organiser to revise each week.
All pupils must spend at least 30 minutes revising (the department
recommends ten minutes a day) and pupils must provide high quality
written evidence of their learning.
All pupils have a vocabulary test every two weeks to monitor learning and
progress.

How parents can help
1. Make sure your child is revising their vocabulary every night using their Knowledge Organiser.
2. Regularly test your child on vocabulary and ensure that any unfamiliar language is repeated until mastered.
3. Encourage your child to use language learning applications daily to build their knowledge of vocabulary.
Useful Resources




https://www.duolingo.com/
https://www.memrise.com/
https://www.youtube.com for songs and grammar tutorials.

Performing Arts

Department
Head of Department
Contact

Charlotte Power
@AstreaSheff_PArts
Curriculum

As teachers of the Performing Arts, we have the responsibility to develop a universal language that
embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. We have the privilege of engaging and inspiring pupils to
acquire a love of both Music and Drama whilst developing their talent as musicians and actors. Our
curriculum will increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement whilst we retain the
highest of expectations with quality of performances, compositions, listening and text based work.
Pathway for Y7 and Y8 (2019-2020)
Autumn Term
Building Bricks of Music – studies
into the elements of Music.
Including; reading notation (both
staff and graphic scores). Basic
keyboard skills.

Spring Term
Physical Theatre – Understanding
Rudolph Laban’s techniques.
Applying this knowledge to a
scene selection from Alice in
Wonderland.

Summer Term
Instruments of the Orchestra –
Learning how the traditional
orchestral instruments are played
and how to recognise them within
a piece of music. Creating a piece
of music to display their
Introduction to Drama - Basic STOMP
and
Rhythm- understanding.
performance skills including Understanding of note duration,
Mime, improvisation and freeze ensemble work and how to Text based work – Pupils will study
frame.
compose a piece using a variety of a play and produce a performance
rhythms.
using the text.
Home Learning
Pupils will be given one piece of home learning per half term.
Tasks could include:
1. Revising from their Knowledge Organiser.
2. Creating a graphic score composition.
3. Writing a critique of a piece of music.
4. Learning lines for a performance.
Plus other tasks relating to the Scheme of Learning being taught.

How parents can help
1. Please encourage your child to listen to music in their own time.
2. Please encourage discussion about the culture of performance. This could be a favourite actor/actress,
musician or dancer.
3. Test your child on their script work, allow them to test out different accents and intonation with their
voices!
Useful Resources
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zsf8wmn/revision/1

Department
Head of Department
Teachers
Information

Physical Education
Sarah Naylor
Matthew Wright
Twitter: @AstreaSheff_PE
Curriculum

Pupils will follow a different pathway within PE depending on their gender and year group.

Home Learning
Pupils will have 1 piece of home learning per physical activity
area within PE.
This will be in the form of an online multiple choice quiz.
Pupils can access the online quiz via the link that is set on
class charts by their PE teacher.
Pupils should be revising from their Knowledge Organiser.
Pupils should be taking the online quiz about the information
provided to them on their knowledge organisers.
How parents can help
1. Make sure that pupils participate in some form of physical activity every day, you could encourage them to
attend extra-curricular clubs.
2. Quiz them on the skills/sports that they are learning in PE.
3. Ask them about their favourite sport and find them a team/club out of school in your local community.

Useful Resources



https://www.classcharts.com/ for online home learning activities.
https://www.youtube.com for sporting examples of new activities to encourage participation.

STaRS

Department
Head of Department
Teachers

Sarah Naylor
Matthew Wright
Curriculum

Year 8 pupils will follow a different curriculum to year 7. Some topics may be the same however, the content
taught will differ and expand on the knowledge and understanding developed within year 7.
Year 7
Careers
Finance
STEM Employability Skills
Health & Wellbeing
Sikhism
Online Safety & Anti-fraud

Year 8
Careers
Christianity
Health & wellbeing
Hinduism
Relationships education
British Values

Home Learning
Pupils will have 1 piece of home learning per topic area within STaRS.
This will be in the form of an online multiple choice quiz.
Pupils can access the online quiz via the link that is set on class charts by their STaRS teacher.
Pupils should be revising from their Knowledge Organiser.
Pupils should be taking the online quiz about the information provided to them on their knowledge
organisers.
How parents can help
1. Make sure your child has an understanding of the wider world and different situations that they may
come across in life.
2. Help your child to understand some facts regarding the topics that they are covering within lessons. Talk
to your child about their lessons and what learning has taken place.
3. Encourage a safe environment for your child to comfortably ask questions about any concerns that they
have regarding the current topic that they are studying.
Useful Resources




https://www.pshe-association.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/ztvg9j6 for PSHE
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zh3rkqt for RE

Department
Head of Department
Information

Art, Design & Technology
Keir Birch
Twitter: @AstreaSheff_ADT
Curriculum

We believe your children have a right to express themselves develop their skills and confidence to fully
reach their potential. We work across a range of mediums and explore various Art styles and approaches to
ensure your children have every opportunity to succeed.
Pathway for Y7 & 8 (2019-2020)
Autumn Term
Spring Term
Summer Term
Introduction to the course
Henri Rousseau Jungle drawings
Monster portraits
Y7
Day of the Dead watercolour
Album cover Photoshop project
Animal ceramics
ties
Autumn Term
Spring Term
Summer Term
Ceramics and sculpture
Van Gogh Landscapes
Banksy Graffiti Stencils
Y8
project – looking at Henry
Themed Tattoo Designs
Banksy Photoshop project
Moore
Home Learning
Pupils have one set homework task for every project that should take at least 1-2 hours. They also get
optional homework tasks that enhance classwork and research skills. Pupils are encouraged to draw and
wok on their own projects and ideas and can bring their personal work in to be critiqued by their teacher.
Types of homework tend to be:



Researching, printing out and bringing in relevant images and ideas to enhance classwork
One project every 1-2 terms designed to enhance and develop skills. Pupils are encouraged to spend more
than the minimum time by having 4 weeks to complete this

How parents can help
1. Make sure your child has space and time at home to comfortably sit and draw.
2. Ensure that they have basic Art equipment: a pencil, rubber and a sharpener is a must, but a coloured pencil
crayons kit and a basic paint set of watercolours will encourage a love of creating.
3. Encourage any form of drawing, sketching and doodling and try to provide a sketchbook or paper.
4. Give constructive feedback and support with homework but do not draw anything for your child. The
feedback given in class is specific for the child’s development and feedback is far less effective when parents
have done some of the work.
5. Try sitting and doing some of the homework alongside – it can be fun, it shows your child you value the work,
and can be an excellent way to spend quality time together.
6. Ensure pupils to attend Art club after school on Friday if they miss a lesson to catch up.

Useful Resources




Download the PInterest app and help your child to use it to find new ideas, artists and styles they make want
to experiment with
Use the Class Charts app to check homework deadlines
https://www.youtube.com and search for ‘realistic drawing videos for kids’

Department
Head of Department
Teachers

Information & Communication
Technologies
Keir Birch
Matthew Wright
Curriculum

We are teaching the David and Jane Richards foundation modules of work to your children. This looks
carefully at the very latest technologies with a focus on data, basic programming and Computer Science.
We believe in giving your children the tools they need to protect themselves in an ever-changing online
world, and to use the very latest technologies to their advantage to be successful, happy and
knowledgeable.
Pathway for Y7 & 8 (2019-2020)
Autumn Term
Spring Term
Module 1 covers ‘what is data’ Module 2 deepens students
and looks at state of the art laws understanding and looks at how
and technologies that handles to use data to produce outcomes
your data.
and how we are all connected.

Summer Term
Module 3 is the practical module
where students can put their
knowledge to good use in a
practical data gathering Computer
Science project.

Home Learning
The nature of the course mean it is highly self-contained. We use specialist equipment such as the latest
Raspberry Pi microcomputers and subject-specific software, such as the data visualisation software
‘Tableau’. Because of this it is often impractical to expect students to have access to this at home.
Students are given knowledge organisers near exam time and as such are expected to spend time outside of
lessons revising this material during exam time.
Students have access to all of the lesson resources on the school server, and the brand new ICT facilities at
Astrea Academy Sheffield allow your child to catch up with missed lessons easily.
How parents can help
1. Encourage your child to make use of the computing facilities at school if this is not available to them at home.
The library is open most days after school to support with this.
2. Keep up to date with the latest technologies and discuss with your child the positives and negatives of
technologies
3. Subscribe and read the newsletter available on the homepage of the David and Jane Richards foundation
below.

Useful Resources



https://djrff.org/ - The homepage of the charitable foundation which provides the curriculum
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology

Humanities

Department
Head of Department
Teachers
Contact

Thomas Harrop
Lucy Dyer
Email: thomas.harrop@astreasheffield.org
Curriculum

We believe that you children succeed when they are aware of the world and their place in it. Through a
broad and knowledge-rich History and Geography curriculum, our pupils will become exceptionallyequipped with the skills necessary to flourish in their futures.
Pathway for Y7 (2019-2020)
Autumn Term
What is
history?
Ancient Worlds

What is
geography?
UK coasts

Autumn Term
What is
history?
Tudor England

What is
geography?
Restless Earth

Spring Term
The Roman
Empire
The Norman
Conquest

Developing
Nations
Rainforest
ecosystems

Pathway for Y8 (2019-2020)
Spring Term
Power and the
people (1485 – Population and
1649)
Urbanisation
Power and the
Dessert
people (1649 –
ecosystems
1688)

Summer Term
Norman
England
Africa
Power and the
Climactic
People (1170 –
Hazards
1485)

Summer Term
Power and the
People (1688 1901)
Imperial
Europe

China
UK rivers and
landscapes

Home Learning
Pupils have 2 forms of home learning every half term.
1. Subject-specific activity (learn spellings, comprehension activity,
creativity project etc.)
2. Revise for end-of-topic test (from Knowledge Organisers (see
image))

How parents can help
1. Make sure your child is reading every night. Reading for pleasure is fundamental to academic success.
2. Help your child with their home learning. You can quiz them on the facts that they need to learn.
3. Encourage hand writing: diary writing, letters, sports reviews…
Useful Resources


https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/levels/z4kw2hv

