
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19th November 2020 

KS4 Options Information  

Dear parents and Y9 scholars,  

I believe it is fair to be open and honest and say that the Y9 options event did not meet our usual high 
expectations and standards for a number of reasons.  

In advance of the event, the planning was tricky – we wanted to ensure as many families and scholars could 
access the event as possible and decided upon a webinar. The original planning for the event, pre-COVID, 
would have been an evening open event and involve families coming into the academy and meeting with 
teachers, but due to national lockdown and local restrictions, this is not possible.  

It is now evident that the webinar wasn’t implemented brilliantly and I wish to apologise for this.  

Despite lots of planning and testing in advance, on the day we were let down by the technology (hence the 
last minute change from Microsoft Teams to Zoom) and we were also let down by a small number of scholars 
who whilst watching the webinar at home, disrupted the session by constantly using the chat function, even 
after many instructions not to. It was a difficult decision to stop the webinar and restart, but I am confident 
that families would agree it was the right thing to do to deal with the purposeful disruption.  

Due to these reasons, the questions & answer sections of the webinar had to be cut, to allow for the session 
to be completed by a certain time, in line with the Y9 day.  

 

To overcome some of the issues faced, we have decided to make the following changes / additions:  

 On Monday 23rd November, a Subject Information video will be added to the academy website. I will 
send a message to families when this is available to watch.  

 We would like to offer a phone call from a scholar’s form tutor to families and any requesting scholars 
during the academy closure period, to support with options decisions. Should you wish to request a 
phone call, please email Y9enquiries@astreasheffield.org with your preferred timings – we will aim to 
facilitate this where possible, but due to teaching commitments & teacher working hours, this may 
need to be at a different time.  

 The deadline for options choices has been extended to Wednesday 2nd December at 3pm. Scholars will 
be sent an assignment today on Microsoft Teams where they can choose their top 5 options using an 
online form. Please ensure you are happy with these choices before your child submits the form.  

Can I finish by assuring all families and scholars, that the options available for study at KS4 have been chosen 
to allow all scholars the opportunity for success. They are a bespoke set of qualifications for pupils of Astrea 
Academy Sheffield, that are designed to allow for a broad and balanced curriculum and to ensure all scholars 
can progress successfully onto the next stage of their learning at Key Stage 5 and subsequently to university. 

 

Kind regards 

 

Emma Glover | Interim Principal   
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