
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th November 2020 

Important Updates 

Dear families,  

I wanted to write and update you with some key information. I would like to start by sharing some really joyful 

news - I am sure you will join us in sharing congratulations with Mrs Wilson, Miss Muscroft and Mr Harrop 

who have all welcomed new baby boys to their family, and Mr Weed who has welcomed a baby girl.   

I apologise that this letter is quite long, however it does include key updates regarding 

 Academy Term Dates  

 National Lockdown and school openings 

 Risk Assessment measures  

 Face Coverings 

 Scholars who are self-isolating & home learning  

 How families can contact the academy  

 Behaviour & detentions  

 Breakfast provision  

 Lunch Provision  

 Homework & Reading  

 Astrea Parent App  

Academy Term Dates  

Autumn Term 
Friday 18th December 2020   Last day of term  
 
Spring Term  
Monday 4th January 2021   Back to school  
Friday 12th February 2021  Last day of half term 
Monday 22nd February 2021  Back to school 
Thursday 1st April 2021  Last day of term     
 
Summer Term  
Monday 19th April 2021  Back to school  
Monday 3rd May 2021   May Day – School closed  
Friday 28th May 2021   Last day of half term  
Monday 7th June 2021   Back to school  
Friday 16th July 2021   Last day of school year  

 
 
 
 

Please can we remind 
parents to make 
appointments 
outside of school 
days / hours.  
 
If appointments are 
necessary, please 
advise the school in 
advance.  
 

 
 



National Lockdown and school openings 

As you will be aware, as of 5th November, the country has entered the second national lockdown, with the 

intention of stopping the spread of the COVID19 virus.  

The guidance from the government states:  

COVID-19 case numbers are rising rapidly across the whole of the UK and in other countries. We must act now 

to control the spread of the virus. The single most important action we can all take, in fighting coronavirus, is 

to stay at home, to protect the NHS and save lives. 

When we reduce our day-to-day contact with other people, we will reduce the spread of the infection.  

The Government is taking the following action: 

 Requiring people to stay at home, except for specific purposes. 

 Preventing gathering with people you do not live with, except for specific purposes. 

 Closing certain businesses and venues 

 These new measures have been carefully judged to achieve the maximum reduction in growth in the 

number of cases, preventing the NHS from being overwhelmed, whilst ensuring that schools, colleges 

and universities stay open and that as many people as possible continue to work. 

You should minimise time spent outside your home and when around other people ensure that you are two 

metres apart from anyone not in your household or support bubble. 

Remember - ‘Hands. Face. Space’: 

 hands – wash your hands regularly and for 20 seconds 

 face – wear a face covering in indoor settings where social distancing may be difficult, and where you 

will come into contact with people you do not normally meet 

 space – stay 2 metres apart from people you do not live with where possible, or 1 metre with extra 

precautions in place 

As you will see from the guidance, the measures that the government have put in place ensure that school 

can stay open – something that I am very happy about and grateful for.  

Risk assessment measures  

I wanted to update you as to the extra measures we have put in place, to ensure that school is as safe a place 

as possible to be, as we all help support the fight against the virus.  

To ensure the academy is as safe as possible, the following measures have been put in place.  

 All scholars spent extra time with their form tutor on Monday, where they received the necessary 

information about the changes and also the expectations we have about social distancing. I led an 

assembly along with Mr Boyd, sharing the updates.  

 Scholars will be part of a year group bubble but will predominantly stay with their tutor group. Year 

groups will not mix at all, including even passing in corridors.  

 Scholars in years 7, 8 and 9 will be part of a tutor group. All lessons will be taught within this tutor 

group and scholars will remain in the same classroom (their ‘home room’). Teachers will move to 

scholars.  

 The only exception to tutor groups is for PE – two tutor groups will be merged and boys PE will be 

taught by Mr Wright and girls PE will be taught by Miss Naylor. The curriculum has been adapted to 

make sure it follows the government guidelines. Scholars will get changed for PE as normal, and the 

rooms are sanitised in between usage.  



 Year groups will have their own set of toilets, Y7 on the bottom floor, Y8 on the central floor & Y9 on 

the top floor. These are very close to their classroom bases.  

 We have limited specialist lessons for the time being (IT, science experiments, use of shared musical 

instruments and use of shared art materials).  

 Electives have been cancelled for the moment, instead we have implemented a school wide film club 

during this time. Scholars will watch a film as a tutor group, chosen by the film club lead.  

 Start times, breaks, and end times are all staggered to ensure social distancing.  

 During break, all scholars will go outside to the playground for around 15 minutes. On bad weather 

days, scholars have an allocated ‘large space’. Y7 have the main hall, Y8 the Dining Room and Y9 the 

library and open classroom space. 

 Lunch time has been changed again. Scholars will spend lunchtime in classrooms, with their form tutor. 

They will have the lunch delivered to the rooms and can access the toilet facilities in no more than 

pairs. We have extended lunchtime to be 40 minutes, and shortened the afternoon tutor time by 10 

minutes.  

 Extra cleaners are now in place through the academy day.  

Face coverings  

As per the national guidance, we will keep the expectation that all scholars and staff (apart from those exempt 
due to confirmed medical reasons) will wear appropriate face coverings whilst in communal areas. This 
includes all corridors and moving from lessons to break. We do not expect scholars to wear face coverings 
during lessons, however we will permit this if families choose to make this decision.  

Scholars who are self-isolating & home learning  

We are now in a position that all home learning during self-isolation will be completed using Microsoft Teams. 
Scholars have been taught how to use this in their IT lessons with Mr Raouf.  

Scholars without access to a laptop at home, we hope to give them a laptop to borrow from school for their 
period of isolation – please note we only have 182 devices available at this time. We are working with Astrea 
Academy Trust to have more available in the future. Families need to ensure that laptops are taken care of 
and returned to school in the same condition as they were handed out.  

All work set on Teams will be the same as the work completed in school lessons – scholars will have 5 lessons 
per day that are aligned to the work being completed in school, so it is incredibly important to ensure that all 
scholars complete this, if they are well enough to do so.  

Parents and scholars should use the year group specific email addresses below to raise any concerns about 
home learning.  

How families can contact the academy  

Due to the lockdown situation, we have made the decision to enforce the rule that no more than one member 
of staff can be in an office at any one time – this is to ensure that should there be a positive case, as few staff 
will need to self-isolate as possible and we can continue to open the school.  

Due to this, the main office is currently run by Mr Grindrod, who is the only person to answer the phone for 
general enquiries. If he doesn’t answer, it will go through to a different office, and so on.  

We know this is frustrating, but this is done with the best intentions at the moment.  

The best way to contact the school, is to email using the correct route below.  

For general enquiries, please contact  info@astreasheffield.org 
For specific Y7 enquiries    Y7enquiries@astreasheffield.org 
For specific Y8 enquiries    Y8enquiries@astreasheffield.org 
For specific Y9 enquiries    Y9enquiries@astreasheffield.org  
To report a safeguarding concern   safeguarding@astreasheffield.org 
To contact the SEN team    SENCO@astreasheffield.org 
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The message will then be passed to the best person to answer your concern.  

We would ask that family members do not attend the reception area of the academy for any non-urgent 
matters, to ensure we remain COVID safe. Please do not be offended if we ask you to wait outside either on 
Andover Street or outside the reception area.  

Behaviour & detentions  

We have made the decision to stop running detentions for the moment – we will review this decision each 
week. We do however still monitor positive and negative points closely and will issue in school sanctions to 
scholars who do not meet the expected standards. We would encourage parents and families to continue to 
monitor the conduct of their children using the class charts app/website and have nightly discussions 
regarding this. Staff will continue to make phone calls home to speak to parents regarding any issues.  

If you do not have access to this information, please email the relevant year group email as above.  

Breakfast provision  

We are excited to have signed up to receive free healthy breakfast food for all families from the National 
School Breakfast Programme (NSBP), which is being delivered by the charities Family Action and Magic 
Breakfast.  

Our plan is to send home with all scholars, a choice of either bagels and breakfast cereals every two weeks. 
This will be starting next week (Tuesday) until March 2021. (We hope to be able to extend past this point also).  

Further information about National School Breakfast Programme can be found at the end of this letter.  

As we truly believe in the benefits we want as many of our families as possible to access the scheme, so we 
are adopting an opt out system. Should you not want to take part and receive the free items, please email 
info@astreasheffield.org or call the main office on 0114 553 9110, stating that you do not wish to receive 
magic breakfast items.  

If we do not hear from you by 3pm on Monday 9th November, we will include you in the scheme. 

Lunch Provision  

As mentioned in the risk assessment measures, we have reverted back to scholars eating lunch with their 
form tutor within their classroom. This process is working really well at the moment. We are constantly 
reviewing the menu alongside Aspens, our catering provider, to ensure that we provide a warm, nutritious 
meal that is able to be kept hot.  

Scholars are invited to either bring in a packed lunch from home, or can order their food from their form tutor 
each morning. Lunch is £2.20, and includes a main, a snack/fruit and a drink.   

Homework & Reading  

Homework - Unless they are unwell, all scholars are expected to complete their daily knowledge organiser 
homework when isolating. The daily revision of key knowledge is essential for all scholars.  

Reading - All scholars are expected to read for at least 20 minutes every evening. This should continue when 
they are isolating. If scholars do not have a book to read whilst at home we recommend using the free stories 
on Audible which can be found here: https://stories.audible.com/discovery 

Astrea Parent App  

Astrea Academy Sheffield are pleased to be able to offer the Astrea App. A FREE, convenient and simple 
solution for your smartphone to help keep you up to date with your child at Astrea Academy Sheffield.    

The Astrea App allows you to access key dates which you can add straight to your personal calendar, 
Academy news, lunch menus, your child’s attendance information, timetables, online payments and much 
more. 

Could we also ask for parents to ensure school are informed of changes to phone numbers and email 
addresses to ensure we have the most up to date information at all times. 

To download from the Apple Store https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/astrea-app/id1435914416 
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To download from the Google Play Store 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.psfinancials.AstreaApp 

 

 

I know this is a very worrying time for everyone and I would like all families to be assured that we are taking 

every measure possible within the academy to ensure all children in our care are safe, and also are receiving 

an exceptional education. We thank you for your support as ever.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Emma Glover | Interim Principal   

  

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.psfinancials.AstreaApp


 
 

Everything you need to know about… 

‘Magic’ Bagels 
Bagels are a firm favourite in NSBP-supported schools: they are a filling, tasty and popular part of a healthy 
breakfast. Low mess, and no fuss, makes them very handy for classroom breakfast and ‘grab and go’ provision. 

Fresh bagels 

The ‘fresh’ bagels are the New York Bagel packs of 5 found in supermarkets. The best before date is advisory 
– it is for best quality purposes. You can freeze them if you wish. They can be eaten as they are, or toasted, or 
warmed in an oven. 

 re-freezing the bagels once may possibly affect the quality of the bagel texture, it does not pose any 
risk to health. 

 If some bagels are placed in the fridge rather than a freezer, please note that they should only remain 
in the fridge for 2-3 days maximum before being consumed and should not be kept in the fridge for 
any longer than this.   

 Provided they remain frozen, the bagels will be fine for 12 months. 

Defrosting 

 The bagels can be toasted straight from frozen; however some people choose to defrost bagels before 
toasting them. If removing from the freezer the morning they are to be used, they defrost in around 
20 minutes. If defrosting in the fridge, please note the fridge storage time above. 

Cooking 

 Bagels can be eaten as they are (once defrosted) or can be toasted or warmed in an oven.  

 They can be toasted/warmed direct from frozen, or after defrosting. 

 Frozen bagels can be sliced for faster toasting. 

 Bagels can be warmed in conventional or convector ovens 

Nutritional information can be found on the academy website.  

 


