
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

22nd January 2021 

Weekly Update 

Dear families,   

Each Friday I am aiming to share as much information as possible with you. There’s been a lot to take in over 
the past three weeks for all of us, so thank you for your patience. We have tried to get things in place with 
regards to our online/home learning offer while also ensuring that vulnerable children and children of critical 
workers are supervised in school. 

I’m incredibly proud how staff and scholars have reacted to the change in learning style. There will 
undoubtedly be technical issues. It doesn’t take a lot for things to go wrong and by clicking or not clicking a 
particular icon or button on the screen can result in things not going to plan. Hopefully as we move through 
the lockdown, these will become more infrequent but, while these technical issues can be frustrating, please 
bear with us.   

We are going to be launching some details next week of an early Scholar Review day, where we will be inviting 
families to book a time slot with form tutors or class teachers to review the academic progress made by 
scholars during lockdown. We are looking to hold these meetings using Microsoft Teams. More information 
to follow next week.  

We will also be asking parents for constructive feedback over the next week in the form of an online survey- 
please look out for a link to the parent survey to complete. Your ongoing support and feedback is highly 
appreciated.  

Remote Learning Update – Pre-Prep & Prep 

In Pre-Prep and Prep, remote learning is developing each week and we are very grateful for the support you 
are giving your children in helping them access Tapestry and the new live group sessions on Microsoft Teams. 
So far we have around 75% of all children, regularly accessing learning each day which is very encouraging but 
our aim is that 100% of children will be accessing learning to make sure that no child gets behind in their 
learning. Please remember to upload your child's learning each day to Tapestry so that teachers can assess 
their work and give feedback. 

While all families now have access to Tapestry, you will see more Nearpod activities being used over the 
coming days and weeks, where your child can access quizzes and games. These quizzes and games are very 
important in showing our teachers what your child has learned while at home. Teachers use this information 
to plan next steps in learning for your child, as they would in the academy, so it is very important the Nearpod 
activities are completed. Finally, we have this week introduced live group calls using Microsoft Teams. We 
know that some of you have asked for these and it is our intention to grow these sessions and produce more 
live content so teachers can give live instruction to children.  



 

 

Remote Learning Update – Senior  

Scholars in years 7, 8 and 9 have been accessing learning online since the start of this half term. Attendance 
and engagement has been fantastic! With over 90% attendance since the start of online learning, our scholars 
are scholars are really showing their dedication to learning during a difficult time. Thank you to all the families 
making the effort to ensure your child is taking part in their lessons.  

As a reminder, all scholars in Key Stage 3 have their first online session at 8.30am, Monday to Friday through 
Microsoft Teams. Scholars will also be set tasks through Class Charts to be completed throughout the day.  

All scholars should be completing their nightly knowledge organiser homework using the Spring Term 2021 
booklet. A copy of this booklet, including the homework timetable, can be found 
here: https://astreasheffield.org/pupils/knowledge-organisers/. Alternatively, a copy of the booklet and other 
homework materials can be collected from the academy's reception. Scholars and their families are reminded 
of the homework support video on our website and the document at the back of scholars' homework books 
outlining how best to revise.  

As well as 1 hour of homework each night, scholars are expected to complete at least 20 minutes of reading 
every day. This reading time is fundamental to scholars' success and we would appreciate your support to 
ensure that this reading continues whilst the academy is closed. If scholars need new books, we recommend 
audiobooks from Audible Discovery or e-books from the Oak National Academy Library (links below). 
Alternatively, you are welcome to come to the academy's reception where we will provide you with a book 
from our library.   

https://stories.audible.com/discovery                https://library.thenational.academy/ 

The behaviour of scholars throughout January has been exceptional. As a staff body we are extremely proud 
of the level of engagement, maturity demonstrated when asked to contribute in online lessons and the 
respect shown towards staff and other scholars. In the first three weeks scholars have achieved 27,274 astras. 
This is incredible! To reward this fantastic effort and attitude, we have also launched ‘scholars of the week’. 
Where scholars demonstrate our core values day in day out, three randomly chosen scholars will be chosen 
to win vouchers. A further three randomly chosen scholars who have 100% attendance to online lessons, will 
be entered into a draw to also win vouchers. The scholars will be presented each Monday morning during 
tutor time.  

Please continue to log into your Class Charts account to see all the astras your child is achieving. If you require 
any assistance on how to use Class Charts, please do contact us. 

If you have any questions regarding online learning, please visit the Academy website in the first instance. 

Contact with Families  

We know how difficult the national lockdown is and it is important to us that we keep in touch with our 
scholars and their families regularly. Therefore, pastoral calls will be taking place each week. Form tutors or 
class teachers will be calling to check how scholars are doing with their online learning and how they are 
managing during lockdown. Please do not be alarmed if staff ask to speak to parents and also scholars during 
this call. It is important for us to hear how you are all doing and give you the opportunity to share your views 
with us. Calls may come through as a 'No Caller ID' number. Please do pick up the call. Additionally, important 
numbers and links can be found on the AAS website under Home Learning/Support/Pastoral Support. Please 
continue to contact us if you have any questions or concerns. 

Free School Meals Update 

Thank you for your patience as we transitioned from food hampers to supermarket vouchers.  The first £27 
voucher covered 12th to 22nd January via Wonde and was issued via email or text on Wednesday 13th 
January.  We have issued reminders to parents, however if you are struggling to download this voucher please 

https://astreasheffield.org/pupils/knowledge-organisers/
https://stories.audible.com/discovery
https://library.thenational.academy/


contact the school office for support. Future vouchers will be issued via Edenred which is the government 
scheme. These will be issued to email addresses only. If you haven't updated your email address with us 
recently, please contact school as soon as possible to complete this.   

The next £30 voucher will be issued on the 25th January and this covers 25th January - 5th February.  

On the 8th February your voucher will be for £15 and covers 8th - 12th February. 

We are awaiting further details from regarding the procedure for February half term, and we will update as 
soon as we know.  

 
Yours sincerely 

 

Emma Glover | Interim Principal  


