
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

10th September 2021 

Dear families, 
 
We have had a wonderful start to the term and it has been so lovely to see scholars return with such positivity 
and happiness. It has been a great first week here and we would just like to share some important information 
and reminders with you.  
 
Information can also be found in the Scholar Information Booklet found on the academy website – link here.  
 
Year 7 Scholar Review Evening 
The first Scholar Review evening of the year is for Year 7 scholars and their parents, to meet with form tutors 
for a 5-minute meeting to discuss the transition to secondary school. This will take place on Thursday 23rd 
September from 4pm until 7pm.  
 
There is a guide to booking appointments online at the end of this letter, and appointments can be booked 
from 9am tomorrow morning (Saturday) using the following link. https://astreasheffield.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 
 
Academy Day 
The school day starts at 8.15am prompt. Any scholar who arrives late will need to enter through the main 
office. Scholars who arrive late cause a significant amount of disruption to the learning of others, and as such 
we do not tolerate lateness and scholars will receive 5 or 10 negatives, depending on their time of arrival.  
 
Homework 
There is an expectation that scholar’s complete homework every night. Hopefully you will have seen the 
fantastic homework books and knowledge organisers we have supplied to scholars. You are able to see the 
homework planned out for the term and the knowledge organisers that support this learning. The knowledge 
organisers also act as a curriculum guide for this term, so you can see the topics scholars will be studying in 
class.  
 
Homework Drop in Sessions 
We will be running Homework Drop in Sessions from 3pm-4pm, Monday - Thursday in Scholar Support 
(Central 16). These will start on Monday 13th of September. It will be a calm environment for scholars to 
complete their homework with staff available to support them. Please encourage your child to attend if you 
think this might be beneficial to them.  
 
Appointments/Collecting a Scholar throughout the day  
We require, where possible that advance warning is provided prior to collecting your child from school. If this 
is for medical reasons, then confirmation of the appointment will need to be provided. We also ask that any 
appointments are made out of school hours where possible. 
 
 
 

https://astreasheffield.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Scholar-Information-Booklet.pdf
https://astreasheffield.schoolcloud.co.uk/


Contact Details 
Please can you inform us as soon as possible if any of your contact details have changed since the last 
academic year, this includes change of address, email address and mobile/home numbers. If you could please 
email info@astreasheffield.org with these changes. 
 
Uniform 
Most scholars have arrived to the academy looking smart and ready to learn. However, there are still a small 
number of scholars who are not in the correct uniform. This must be put right my Monday. A reminder that 
jewellry is not to be worn and acrylic nails and coloured nail varnish is not permitted.  
 
Reading 
Astrea Academy Sheffield is proud to be a reading school. We know that reading is crucial for scholars’ 
academic success as well as their wellbeing because the research available to us tells us that:   

 there’s a positive relationship between reading frequency, reading enjoyment and attainment (Clark 
and Douglas, 2011);   

 reading for pleasure is an activity that has positive emotional and social consequences (Clark and 
Rumbold, 2006).  

Reading is central to everything that we do at Astrea because we want to ensure that every one of our scholars 
receives the positive academic, emotional and social benefits that come from books.   
 
We would like to start the year by making you aware of some of the fantastic reading initiatives that we have 
in place:   

 Expectations: we expect all scholars to read every day and to always have a book as part of their 
equipment. We have ensured there is always 20 minutes of daily reading time built into our 
curriculum. However, scholars should read for at least 10 minutes at home each evening. 

 Library: our library is a world-class resource (with a world-class view!) and is open to scholars at break, 
lunch and after school every day of the week. We encourage all scholars to use the library as a place 
to relax, read and complete their homework.  

 Whole-class novels: twice a week all scholars will read an exciting and challenging novel with their 
class to push and support them as readers.   

 Accelerated Reader: scholars will quiz on every book that they have read. These quizzes help us to 
monitor reading as well as providing a range of wonderful competitions.   

 Golden tickets: books are brilliant. Therefore, any scholar who wins a golden ticket for excellent effort 
will be able to choose a book for their prize.   

 NGRT: All scholars undertake a NGRT reading age test each term to track their improvements in their 
reading.  
 

In order to support your child with their reading, you can do the following:   
1. Encourage your child to read for at least 10 minutes each evening.   
2. Make sure they have access to books or audiobooks from our library, Burngreave library or book 

stores.   
3. Speak to your child’s form tutor if you have concerns about their reading and we will provide support. 
 
Personal Development 
All scholars will study Personal Development as part of the PSHE statutory curriculum.  Information about 
this curriculum can be found here  
Understanding Relationships, Sex and Health Education - a guide for secondary school parents 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) (in English) and RSE_secondary_schools_guide_for_parents_v3_AR.pdf 
(publishing.service.gov.uk) (in Arabic).  
 
Personal Development will take place during Period 4 every Wednesday and Thursday for 30 minutes.  This 
term the scholars will be learning about healthy relationships; this includes how to communicate with others, 

mailto:info@astreasheffield.org
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907640/RSE_secondary_schools_guide_for_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907640/RSE_secondary_schools_guide_for_parents.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/843480/RSE_secondary_schools_guide_for_parents_v3_AR.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/843480/RSE_secondary_schools_guide_for_parents_v3_AR.pdf


qualities of a good friend, bullying and the signs of unhealthy relationships.  This is not a topic that scholars 
are permitted to be withdrawn from.  There has been some excellent work already and it has been pleasing 
to see some scholars drawing up their own ground rules for these lessons.  There will be an opportunity for 
families to find out more about the Personal Development curriculum, including the topics that will be covered 
and rights to withdraw from specific topics in the coming months. 
 
Water Bottles 
Let’s stay hydrated! Please can you remind your child to bring their clear water bottle with them to school 
every day, staying hydrated helps keep the brain functioning. We will be providing a water bottle to each 
scholar next week.  
Academy Food  
This week saw the launch of our in house catering team. Greg Goodison has joined the academy as Head Chef 
Educator and already we have been able to see an incredible transformation in the quality of the food we 
have been able to offer scholars.  
 
Our Food Vision is to provide scholars with a wide range of healthy & nutritious food each day, containing 
locally sourced and fresh fruit, vegetables, fish, meats and pulses. We will support scholars to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle and ensure positive relationships with the food they eat.  
 
To achieve this, we need to:  

 Introduce a new school menu (all halal)  
 Introduce a wider range of fresh herbs and vegetables to the menu.  
 Introduce fresh fish to the menu.  
 Reduce the level of sugar and processed food on the menu.  
 Encourage the uptake of school meals.  
 Educate scholars about food and healthy eating.  
 Reduce food waste.  
 Develop a greater understanding of portion sizes and a balanced diet.  

 
We are currently running a 3-weekly menu cycle which can be viewed on our website.  
https://astreasheffield.org/parents/lunchtime-menu/lunchtime-menu-secondary/  
 
Over the coming weeks we will be launching a Scholar Food Committee, where we will invite scholars to join 
a team to further develop the provision of food within the academy. We are also hoping to provide food 
during open evenings, so we can share with families the types of food we are making available to scholars 
each day.  
 
Breakfast Club  
Starting Monday 20th September we will be launching breakfast club, where all scholars can attend from 
7.45am onwards and make their way to the dining room where they can purchase a healthy and filling 
breakfast. More information to follow next week.  
 
All Class Charts  
Parents will receive their logon details for class charts at the start of next week. This is a key tool for checking 
rewards and behaviour and we could encourage all families to ensure they have access and discuss the day 
with their child each evening. Scholars will also receive their own login during form time.  
 
Detentions  
Detentions for scholars who receive 5 or more negatives in a day, will start from Monday 13th September.  
Parents will be advised by text message and by an alert from Class Charts, to the length of the detention.  
Detentions will run each day of the week (in previous years’ detentions did not run on Mondays and on any 
open evenings – they will now take place every school day).  

https://astreasheffield.org/parents/lunchtime-menu/lunchtime-menu-secondary/


 
Astrea Parent App  
We are pleased to be able to offer the Astrea App. A FREE, convenient and simple solution for your 
smartphone to help keep you up to date with your child at Astrea Academy Sheffield.  
The Astrea App allows you to access key dates which you can add straight to your personal calendar, Academy 
news, lunch menus, your child’s attendance information, timetables, online payments and much more.  
Apple Store Download https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/astrea-app/id1435914416   
Google Play Store Download https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.psfinancials.AstreaApp  
 
Social Media  
It is our firm belief that scholars should not have access to smart phones and social media sites due to the 
potential dangers these sites pose. We would ask parents to be vigilant and monitor their child’s use of social 
media sites. We have found SnapChat in particular, to be a catalyst to numerous in school incidents, and 
would advise that no scholar has an account.  

For information, the age limits for popular social media networks are listed below.  

13 years and above ONLY  

 

 
16 years and above ONLY  

 
Not suitable for under 18 years old 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/astrea-app/id1435914416
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.psfinancials.AstreaApp


 

 
 
Yours Sincerely, 

Emma Glover | Vice Principal  

 

 

 

 

  



Parents’ Guide for Booking Appointments 
 
Browse to https://astreasheffield.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 

 

  

Step 1: Login 

Fill out the details on the page then click the Log In button. 

A confirmation of your appointments will be sent to the email address 
you provide. (The details entered for the child must be exactly the same 
as on our system).  

  

Step 2: Select Parents' Evening 

Click on the date you wish to book. 

Unable to make all of the dates listed? Click I'm unable to attend. 

  

Step 3: Select Booking Mode 

Choose Automatic if you'd like the system to suggest the shortest 
possible appointment schedule based on the times you're available to 
attend. To pick the times to book with each teacher, choose Manual. 
Then press Next. 

We recommend choosing the automatic booking mode when browsing 
on a mobile device. 

  

Step 4: Select Availability 

Drag the sliders at the top of the screen to indicate the earliest and 
latest you can attend. 

  

Step 5: Choose Teachers 

Select the teachers you’d like to book appointments with. A green tick 
indicates they’re selected. To de-select, click on their name. 

https://astreasheffield.schoolcloud.co.uk/


  

Step 6: Book Appointments (Automatic) 

If you chose the automatic booking mode, you'll see provisional 
appointments which are held for 2 minutes. To keep them, choose 
Accept at the bottom left. 

If it wasn’t possible to book every selected teacher during the times you 
are able to attend, you can either adjust the teachers you wish to meet 
with and try again, or switch to manual booking mode. 

  

Step 7: Book Appointments 

Click any of the green cells to make an appointment. Blue cells signify 
where you already have an appointment. Grey cells are unavailable. 

To change an appointment, delete the original by hovering over the blue 
box and clicking Delete. Then choose an alternate time. 

You can optionally leave a message for the teacher to say what you’d 
like to discuss, or raise anything beforehand. 

Once you’re finished booking all appointments, at the top of the page in 
the alert box, press click here to finish the booking process. 

  

Step 8: Finished 

All your bookings now appear on the My Bookings page. An email 
confirmation has been sent and you can also print appointments by 
pressing Print. Click Subscribe to Calendar to add these and any future 
bookings to your calendar. 

To change your appointments, click on Amend Bookings. 

 

 


