
 

 
3rd January 2022 

 
Dear Families,  
 

Happy New Year! 
 
I hope you have had a restful break and scholars are excited to return to school tomorrow.  
 
There are a couple of changes based on the latest COVID updates from the government and local public 
health, and also a few academy updates to share. All of these points we will discuss with scholar’s tomorrow 
when they attend for their ‘reset and refresh’ day before lessons commence on Wednesday.  
 
To confirm, all secondary scholars are to arrive at the academy by 8.15 am on Tuesday 4th January 2022.  

Values and Vision  
January 2022 sees the launch of our new values and vision. These values will be shared with all scholars and 
assemblies will focus on the importance of demonstrating these values daily to ensure all scholars succeed 
and achieve their goals. More information will follow in each weekly newsletter. 
 

 

  



Academy Day  
From Wednesday 5th January, some small changes will be made to the timings of the academy day.  
 

7.45am – 8.20am  Breakfast Club in Dining Room – all scholars welcome  

8.17am  Main Gate will close  

8.20am – 8.50am  Morning Tutor Time  

8.50am – 9.45am  Period 1 

9.45am – 10.40am  Period 2 

10.40am – 11.00am  Morning break for all scholars  

11.00am – 11.55am  Period 3 

11.55am – 1.55pm  Period 4 (include 30 mins lunch and 30 mins personal development session)  

1.55pm – 2.50pm  Period 5 

2.50pm – 3.00pm  Afternoon Tutor Time  

COVID 19 Risk Mitigation Measures   
Following government advice, the following mitigations are in place from tomorrow, to minimise the risk of 
spreading the virus at school.  
 
Face Coverings 

 Face coverings should be worn by any adult or child who is not exempt in all areas inside the school 

where possible.  

 
Ventilation  

 It is an expectation that a window will be open in every teaching/office space along with the door 

being open, where feasible. Please ensure your child is fully prepared with warmer clothing.  

 
Changes to the self-isolation period  

 Since Wednesday 22nd December, the 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive 

PCR test result for COVID-19 has been reduced to 7 days in most circumstances, unless you cannot 

test for any reason.   

 Individuals may now take lateral flow antigen tests (LFDs) on day 6 and day 7 of their self-isolation 

period. Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full days of 

self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 6 of the self-isolation period and tests 

must be taken 24 hours apart. This also applies to children under five, with LFD testing at parental or 

guardian discretion. If both these test results are negative, and the person does not have a high 

temperature, they may end their self-isolation after the second negative test result and return to 

school. 

Potential Year Group Closures  
It is important parents are aware of what the school’s approach will be if COVID-19 absences amongst staff 
become too high to continue to operate the school normally.  At present, the school continues to be open 
and you do not need to do anything differently in terms of arranging 
 
If staffing absences occur as part of the latest wave of COVID-19, including the Omicron variant, we will first 
seek to cover all classes through supply staff or internal cover.  We are determined to avoid disruption to your 
child’s education as far as we can. 
 
If we cannot secure the necessary cover, we will close certain year groups and you will be contacted as soon 
as possible to allow you to make any arrangements for your child being at home.  Year 7 and Year 10 will be 



prioritised to remain on-site at the school. Any child in an affected year group will need to stay at home for a 
specified period that will be clearly communicated with you. 
Appropriate work will be set for the class and we will communicate how this should be accessed and 
completed on the day of the closure.  This will vary from class to class and will depend on the availability of 
teachers and others to work remotely. 
 
Please be assured that we are committed to minimising the disruption to your child’s education and will 
continue to deliver high-quality teaching and learning throughout this period. Our remote learning will be 
based around live lessons using Microsoft Teams, and also independent tasks which will be set using Class 
Charts. Please ensure you and your child know how to access both of these tools and have a device available. 
We will be surveying scholars this week to review access to devices at home. We have lots of devices available 
to send home with scholars, though not enough for one each.  
 
I appreciate that any closure will be disappointing for scholars, and cause inconvenience for parents. The 
safety of everyone in school, however, is our absolute priority and we will continue to do everything we can 
to manage the risks. 
 
As COVID-19 cases rise in the community and nationally, we must continue to follow public health advice.  

COVID Advice  
 
What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID 19   
If your child develops symptoms of COVID-19, we ask that they do not come to school and take a PCR test. 
Anyone with symptoms is eligible for PCR testing, even if an LFT result is negative, and this can be arranged 
via https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test or by calling 119.    
 

Symptoms  
The most common symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are the recent onset of:  

 a new continuous cough  

 a high temperature  

 a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia)  

  
For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness.  
If your child does develop symptoms, you can seek advice from 
the NHS website at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-
symptoms/. If you are concerned about your child’s symptoms, or they are worsening you can seek advice 
from NHS 111 at https://111.nhs.uk/ or by phoning 111.  
  
Helping to stop the spread of Covid  
Since there is continued concern around the ‘Omicron’ variant at present, we will continue to maintain our 
current approach in school to help stop the spread. We ask for your help in supporting us in keeping these 
routines in place. This approach includes:  

 Regular testing at home 

 Using face coverings in lessons and when moving around the school site  

 Washing or sanitising hands regularly  

 

Testing 
In addition, please encourage your child to keep up their twice-weekly lateral flow tests, using the tests 
provided. There is evidence to suggest a correlation between the highest infection rates and the lowest testing 
rates, so we appreciate your co-operation in this matter. Please also log the results at the appropriate part of 
gov.uk  

https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/
https://111.nhs.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result


 

 
Further Information  
Further information is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/   
 

Please keep yourselves safe and healthy. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch 
in the usual way. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Emma Glover | Interim Principal 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

